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Healing tHe World
By Dr. Michael J. Goldberg, 
AFDVI President

I'm often asked, usually by 
patients, "What do you do 
in Israel?"  I explain that I 
volunteer as a dentist and 
provide dental care for 
needy children.  But is that 
what keeps me going back?  
After all, I can treat needy 
children here in the USA!

What is unique about the 
DVI Clinic is that dentists 
from all over the world come 
together for a common 
goal.  Dentists from over 35 
Countries have volunteered 
to put their skills to work in 
one of the most contentious 
areas on our planet.  What 
other city has generated 
the emotion, passion and 
attention that Jerusalem has?
What keeps me coming 
back and what keeps me 
actively involved goes 
beyond even Trudi's dream.  
Trudi wanted to care for 
indigent children.  To help 

others prevent the ravages 
of dental disease that she 
suffered throughout her life 
as a result of surviving the 
Holocaust.  She felt that no 
child should have to suffer 
because of lack of access to 
dental care.

But Trudi did something 
extraordinary; when 
she went to Scandinavia 
to explore implants for 
herself, she made friends 
with a Christian dental 
organization.  Thus, the 
ecumenical part of DVI was 
born.  What had started 
as  a predominantly French 
Dental initiative led by 
Dr. Jacques Ciepielewski 
in 1980,  morphed into 
something bigger.

Now, 35 years later, DVI's 
reputation has grown and 
is considered the model for 
such programs around the 
world.  "Healing the World" 
or "Tikkun Olam” in Hebrew 
is what DVI really does.  A 

venue where dentists from 
all over the world, from all 
religions and ethnicities care 
for children of disparate 
religions and ethnicities is 
unique.  That's why I love 
the DVI Clinic.
I'm a dentist.  I fix teeth 
and craft smiles all the time. 
But, at DVI I can do my 
small part to heal the world.  
And, actually, I don't even 
have to be at the clinic.  My 
support of it goes beyond 
my volunteering to do 
hands-on dentistry.  As an 
active member of American 
Friends of DVI, I can 
support the mission in 
other ways.  I can actively 
recruit dentists, and I can 
solicit funds.  I can help 
organize events and spread 
the word.  You can do the 
same and, thereby, do your 
part in healing the world.  
If more people had this 
opportunity and took it, 
imagine how much better 
our world would be.
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DVI’s beloved founder Trudi 
Birger was a Holocaust survivor.  

She would be proud to know 
that the voices of others who 
survived are still being heard 
and that those who perished 

continue to be remembered and 
honored.  Therefore, it is with great 

pleasure that we invite you to a 
screening of the documentary film 

COMPLICIT The Untold Story of 
why the Roosevelt Administration 

denied safe haven to Jewish 
Refugees.  The event, a fundraiser 

for DVI, will commemorate the 
76th anniversary of the voyage of 

the SS St. Louis which set sail from 
Hamburg, Germany on May 13, 

1939 seeking safety and freedom 
from Nazi persecution.  A Q&A 
session will be held afterward 

featuring the film’s Producer, Mr. 
Robert Krakow, as well as surviving 
passengers.  For more information 

or to register please visit 
 www.AmericanFriendsofDVI.org,  

americanfriendsofdvi@gmail.com 
or call (201) 336-0230. 

COMPLICIT
Sunday, May 17, 2015

6:00 PM Reception – Light Repast 
(kosher)

7:00 PM Documentary Screening 
followed by Q&A session

Goldman-Sonnenfeldt 
Family Auditorium 

JCC Manhattan 
334 Amsterdam Avenue  

(Corner of 76th St.) New York City

COMPLICIT  
Documentary 

Screening to Raise 
Funds for DVI



Rhoda S. Abrams 
Inna Ayzin  
Michael R. Bateman 
Philip J. Bauer  
Jonathan Bernstein 
David Berry 
Leonard Bers 
Norman Bigel 
Jay Blick  
Justin Bral  
Leslie G. Callahan, III 
Kevin J. Campbell 
Veronica E. Carpenter 
Enid R. Charen 

Mark Cherches 
Helene O. Cooperman 
Robert J. Cooperman 
Tessie N. Disner 
Barbara Eigan 
Stephen Einstein 
Sandra Engelson 
Leonore Evans 
Eryn V. Fox  
Eitan Gamliely 
Richard Gans 
Burton Giges 
Ruthe K. Goldberg 
Jarrod R. Goldberg 

Michael B. Goldberg 
Harriet Grodberg 
Leslie Heffez 
Regina O. Hillsman 
Audrey Hoffman 
Rebecca Holland 
Jonathan L. Holskin 
Carl Hyder  
Jeffrey L. Kaplan 
Allan Katz  
Susan Nayer Kesner 
Harold Kirsh 
Barry Kluger 
Bernice Kravitt 

Zave Kubersky 
Mary Ann Kulish 
Dan Landsman 
Mollie T. Lennon 
Rebecca S. Levine 
Harold Levinsky 
Warren Levy 
Stewart Lipner 
Jose Medina 
Michael Missaggia 
Adolph Montgomery 
David Moskowitz 
Muriel Nexon 
Barbara Pearlman 

Grace Robbins 
Sheryl Rothman 
Paul Rothstein 
Elaine V. Rovner 
Maryann Rowland 
Debra Rudich 
Richard Schwartz 
Margaret K. Schwartz 
Leonard Schwarzbaum 
David M. Shipper 
Steven Sichel 
Peter Simigan 
Helene Simon 
John J. Skripak 

Loren Smith 
Suzanne Taylor 
Danielle Verderosa 
Irwin Jerome Wedner 
Bayla F. White 
Mary Jane Wilkie 
Kurt Will  
Lisa Wixon  
Lillian Zelnick
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Marshall J. Alter 
Jonathan Altmark 
Jacob Bagley 
Mark R. Banschick 
Sandord Barr 
Isaac Bejar  
Larry Berger 
Marc & Carol Berley 
Lisa Bernard 
Leonard Bers 
Michael Blick 
Raphael S. Bloch 
Christine Bloom 
Barry A. Bluth 
Juan Boj  
Thomas Bojko 
Mary Bopp  
Aaron Brandwein 
Kenneth N. Brodsky 
Michael Brody 
Joseph Brofsky 
Jeffrey  Cahn 
Gary Charlestein 
Maria C. Charron 
Marina Chernin 
Julie Cho  
Yaneav Cohen 

Ana & Ira Cohen 
Debra Cohn  
Mark A. Collons 
Lisa I. Cutler 
Marvin Davis 
Hannaleal de Bourg 
Edward E. Dove 
Eric Dubowsky 
Amy Dukoff  
Edward Epstein 
Daniel Feder 
Michael E. Fehrman 
Maxine Feinberg 
Sivan Finkel 
Myron Finkel 
Jaimie Finkelstein 
Sharon Freudenberger 
Murray Fryd 
Rudolph Fulton 
Sheldon M. Geller 
Ruby Gelman 
Dov Gertzulin 
Eric P. Gibbs 
David Gleaner 
David Goldberg 
Ron Goldofsky 
Cynthia Gomez 

A. Gary Goodman 
Jeremy Goodman 
Jeffrey I. Goodman 
Ellen Grazioso-Asiner 
Joseph R. Greenberg 
Mark J. Gross 
Ronald M. Gross 
Jackie Grossman 
Randy Grossman 
Merritt D. Halem 
Steven Halper 
Carol Handelsman 
Kenneth P. Helfer 
Allen R. Helfer 
Joel A. Hirsch 
Dov Hook  
Milton Houpt 
Diane Indyk 
Edward A. Kahn 
Charles Kaner 
Joel Karpel  
S. Harvey Karpinos 
Evelyn Katz  
Marina Kipnis 
Michael Kitsis 
Paul Kogan  
Ari Kramer  

Steven Krauss 
Sam Latif  
Reuben Leibowitz 
Joel M. Leon 
Susan K. Levine 
Ira Levinsky 
Darryl Lieberman 
Elizabeth Linzer 
Louis Lipner 
Rebecca S. Lipner 
Andrew B. Lipton 
Michael Lustig 
Renee Manger 
Jonathan Marcus 
Jessica Marinoff 
Layne Martin 
Martin Mendelsohn 
Stuart G. Merle 
Barbara Messer 
Bruce & Cindy Miller 
Michelle Mirsky 
Aaron Mitrani 
Sandra Molinas 
Steven Mondre 
David P. Morrison 
David Morrison 
R.S.  Mulson 

Nahid Neman 
Sona Olson  
Charles H. Perle 
Nechama Pielet 
Joseph Pomerantz 
Tim Radin  
Kenworth Reeves 
Harvey Rein 
Clark W. Rogers 
Barry Rosenthal 
Alvin Ruthenberg 
Mark Schachman 
Wolf Scheck 
Paul B. Schneider 
Gail Schupak 
Jonathan Schwartz 
Stuart Shaffren 
Jacob Shisha 
Orna L. Shulman 
Bret Shupack 
Bruce L. Silver 
Kenneth Simckes 
Robert L. Simon 
Alexander Slepak 
Chester Smyth 
Adrienne Spiegel 
Ann Spoont 

Jerry Stahl  
Ira J. Stein  
Ben Stein  
Gary Stein  
Jerry Strauss 
Mike Sutton 
Ramin Tabibzadeh 
Samuel Taller 
Zev Tendler  
Sylvia Tschubarov 
Myron Uretsky 
Michael H. Wallach 
Rosemary Warschawski 
Evan Wasserman 
R. Leonard Weinberg 
Stuart Weiner
Ephraim Weinstein
Barry Weintraub 
Isaac B. Weisfuse 
Thomas Weiss 
Carl Wisotsky 
Jeremiah Wohlberg 
Donald J. Zelazny 
Sylvia Miller Zepnick 
Yvonne Zuber 
Alexander Zubkov

Sheldon Bernick 
Christy Chu  
Scott Davis  
Keith Drayer 
Sonia Dubay 
Joel C. Gelbman 
Samuel H. Gold 
Mark R. Harrison 
Michael A. Jones 
Fraya Karsh  

Stephen R. Katz 
Robin Katzman 
Kalman Klass 
Lawrence A. Kotlow 
James M. Kutner 
Keith Lustman 
Arnold Mars 
Saul Pressner 
Donald J. Salomon 
Dov Schwartzben 

Parthiv Shah 
Michele Soble 
Michael Soloway 
Kalman Staiman 
Robert Williamson

Anonymous 
Leonard F. Anglis 
Victor Dabah 
Scott Dubowsky 
Allen Finkelstein 
Stan Frohlinger 
Michael J. Goldberg 
Peter & Susan Gross 
James B. Haas 
Otice Z. Helmer 

Catherine Kayser 
Robert Lipner & 
      Deborah Weisfuse 
Marc J. Manger 
Fred Margolis 
Lin Jian  Ping & 
      Zhan Jie 
Brittany Saag 
Richard Schechtman 
Mark L. Schleider

William Serog 
Arthur Sheer 
Bruce S. Sherizen 
Don Simkin  
David R. Sonksen 
Ann Freedman Spoont 
Mark Sultan 
Alan Wender 
Gregory J. Wych 

CHARITABLE FUNDS, FOUNDATIONS & ORGANIZATIONS
Alpha Omega Fraternity, Boca Chapter   
Alpha Omega Fraternity, 
        San Fernando Valley Chapter
Alpha Omega Fraternity, Santa Monica Chapter  
The Beker Foundation
Stanley & Marion Bergman Family Charitable Fund  
The Betmar Charitable Foundation

The Budak Family Charitable Fund
Julius and Ray Charlestein Foundation 
Davidson Family Fund 
Harold I & Faye B.  Liss Foundation
Henry Schein, Inc.   
B.L.  Manger Foundation
Jewish Community Foundation of Southern Arizona  

Jewish Federation of Arkansas   
Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex County  
Jewish Federation of Northern New Jersey
Jewish Federation of Volusia & Flagler Counties, Inc.  
Cherna Moskowitz Foundation    
Estate of Ellen Singer  

Thank You 2014 Donors & Volunteers!Volunteers
Jacob Bagley, NJ

Murray Baruch, MI
Neil Benson, NJ
Lenny Bers, MD
Lisa Brodsky, GA
Ana Cohen, NY
Ira Cohen, NY

Yaneav Cohen, AZ
Ari Cylus, MD

Scott Dubowsky, NJ
David Ehrenberg, NJ

Eric Frank, NY
Sharon Freudenberger, OH

Michael Fried, NJ
Stan Frohlinger, FL

Rudy Fulton, TX
Luis Giraldo, GA
Frank Gober, FL

Braken Godfrey, US Navy
Cynthia Gomez, NY
Robert Goodis, CA

Howard Goodkin, NJ
Susan Gross, MN
James Haas, NH
Merrit Halem, FL
O.Z. Helmer, TX

Richard Holiday, NY
Susan Holiday, NY

Jonathan Holskin, GA
Dov Hook, NJ

Donald Kalfus, VT
Joel Karpel, FL
Steve Katz, CT

Robin Katzman, FL
Sun Kim, CA

Paul Kogan, AZ
Aimee Leibowitz, NY

Susan Levine, CT
Mark Macaoay, NY

Jonathan Marcus, NY
Bruce Matis, IN

Nahid Neman, NY
Ira Newman, NY

Juila Ng, CA
Saul Pressner, NY

Barry Rosenthal, FL
Stuart Shaffren, NY
Bruce Sherizen, MI
Donald Shurtz, WA

Ken Simckes, NY
Chester Smyth, UT

Michael Soloway, NY
Arlene Stein, CO
Liana Stein, NJ

Jerry Strauss, NJ
Paul Trombly, MA
Vlad Twerskoi, CO
Karen Walters, TX

David Weinstein, NY
Robert Williamson, TX

Don Zelazny, MI
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Bruce S. Sherizen 
Don Simkin  
David R. Sonksen 
Ann Freedman Spoont 
Mark Sultan 
Alan Wender 
Gregory J. Wych 

Thank You 2014 Donors & Volunteers! Professor AlAn M. Dershowitz heADlines 
funDrAiser for DVi

DeDicAteD to DVi

In November, AFDVI had the pleasure of 
presenting a very interesting and timely Q&A 
session with Professor Alan M. Dershowitz on 
the topic of Israel, ISIS and 
the War Against Terrorism.  
Although there were over 
175 in attendance, Professor 
Dershowitz’s approachable 
style gave the event the feel 
of an intimate gathering.  
His deep knowledge of 
history and thoughtful 
insight on the topic was 
attention-grabbing and left 
our guests wanting for more.

The fundraiser, in support of the DVI Trudi 
Birger Dental Clinic, was held at the Septodont 
Lecture Hall at NYU College of Dentistry.   

Thanks to our guests, 
supporters and sponsors, the 
event was a great success.  
Together with the 116 dentist 
volunteers from around the 
world who gave of their time 
and expertise in 2014, we 
helped make it possible for the 
clinic to treat 2,453 children 
and at-risk youth last year.

We thank Professor Dershowitz for sharing 
his time for our great cause.

By Dr. Saul Pressner
I have been very fortunate to have volunteered 
at DVI four times in the last three years and 
plan to continue doing this at least once a year 
for as long as I am able.  I was never blessed 
with having had my own children so I look for 
opportunities to give back to kids however I 
can.  I also feel very strongly about Israel and 
the Israeli people and I want to help in any way 
I can to support that great nation.  
The important feelings I have for the clinic 
come from my heart.  D. Walter Cohen, who 
has been strongly involved in supporting 
the clinic, was my Dean at the University of 
Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine when 
I was a dental student.  When he was honored 
by American Friends of DVI a few years back, 
it brought DVI onto my radar screen.  Dean 
Cohen was very kind to me as a dental student. 
After the event where he was honored, I 
decided I wanted to volunteer at DVI.
The staff at DVI is wonderful.  After having 
been there four times, they feel like family to 
me.  It feels like coming home.  The dental 
assistants are truly dedicated to Trudi Birger's 
vision of providing the highest level of dental 
care for Jerusalem's disadvantaged youth of 
all faiths.  It is so special to volunteer in a 
place where such excellent care is rendered 
to children and young adults without regard 
to their ethnicity or religion.  The staff and 

volunteers only want to do what is best for the 
patients.  
The dentists with whom I have volunteered 
are also very special people.  I have become 
friends with a number of them.  Three of my 
New York City colleagues are planning to go to 
the DVI clinic in the very near future to give 
of their services. 
This is what DVI is all about.  We are all 
working together to continue Trudi's goals:  
to deliver the best dental care to the needy 
children of Jerusalem regardless of their 
religious background and by doing so, give 
back to the state of Israel, the only true 
western style democracy in the Middle East.  I 
feel we are giving back in the best way we can 
with our time and skill.  I am very grateful for 
the opportunity to serve in this way.



SAVE THE DATE
DVI's 35TH

ANNIVERSARY GALA

35
TH  A

NNIVERSARY GALA - 2015

American Friends of DVI
PO Box 127 
New York, NY 10185

<Name>
<Address 1>
<Address 2>
<City>, <State> <Zip Code>

Please save the date!  Put 6 pm on November 29th into 
your Calendar.   Sunday, November 29th, 6 pm.   American 
Friends of DVI’s 35th Anniversary GALA – “Peace Starts 
with a Smile”.  It is an event that has been 35 years and 
thousands of children and volunteers in the making.

This special occasion is being held at the beautiful 
Museum of Jewish Heritage, overlooking the Statue of 
Liberty and Ellis Island.  The spectacular view, cocktail 
reception and dinner are not to be missed.  The event 
will honor many respected leaders of the dental industry, 
special DVI supporters, and recognize the contribution of 
the thousands of volunteers from the United States, and 
the thousands of children who can smile a bright smile 
thanks to AFDVI.

Where else but the DVI clinic can impoverished Israeli 
children of all faiths, backgrounds and nationalities come 
to receive free oral care?  And that dentistry is provided by 
the finest dentists from around the world - all nationalities, 
races, and religions, but especially from the U.S. And 
these practitioners go home after volunteering with a 
renewed sense of purpose and a greater understanding 
of other cultures.  Only through such experiences can 
communication and understanding be facilitated and 
lead to PEACE.   One smile at a time.

Dental Volunteers for Israel was founded in 1980 by the 
late Trudi Birger, a Holocaust survivor, microbiologist, 
and dedicated humanitarian activist. Trudi was born in 

Germany in 1927. After fleeing to Lithuania, Trudi’s family 
was confined by the Nazis in the Kovno Ghetto from 
1941-1944. Trudi and her mother were then transferred 
to a Nazi concentration camp, but through her will to 
live, her quick wit, and her self-confidence, they lived to 
see liberation and eventually immigrated to Israel. After 
miraculously surviving Nazi persecution, Trudi vowed to 
make her life as meaningful as possible.  She accomplished 
this goal by establishing Dental Volunteers for Israel, a 
free clinic where Israeli children of any background could 
receive free dental care.

This 35th Anniversary Gala honors the smiles of the 
children who have been helped by the American 
volunteers and donors.  It is a special celebration you 
will want to attend. It is a fantastic cause, and we will 
honor our volunteers, donors, industry leaders, and other 
supporters.  It promises to be a beautiful festive event.

For information about the 35th Anniversary Gala, 
please call (201) 336-0230 or send an email to 
americanfriendsofdvi@gmail.com

For more information about American Friends of DVI go 
to:  www.americanfriendsofdvi.org

I look forward to seeing you at the Gala.

Keith Drayer 
    Gala Chairman

Become a Member of AFDVI
Membership is a meaningful way to demonstrate 
your support for DVI and the children of 
Jerusalem.  As a member, we will send you 
periodic updates, newsletters and photos.  
Become a member today and receive a special gift.

Silver Member - $180
A special DVI Lapel Pin

Gold Member - $500
A Dr. Joel Berg Signature Pediatric Bur Block 
made exclusively for AFDVI

Platinum Member - $1,000
An ancient Judean coin commonly called a 
“Widow’s Mite” dating back to about 100 BCE

www.americanfriendsofdvi.org


